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1987 MAY SHOW 

The Cleveland Museum of Art's 68th annual May Show of works by artists 
and craftsmen of Ohio's Western Reserve will be on view at the Museum from 
April 22 through May 31, 1987 . This year’s show is distinguished by a 
diversity of subjects, styles, and materials in every category — painting, 
sculpture, graphics, photography, and especially crafts, which includes one of 
the strongest sections of ceramics and jewelry in recent years. The I 987 May 
Show contains 218 works by 194 artists, selected from 2,l43 entries submitted 
by 1,239 artists. 

Artists continue to be interested in recognizable imagery, particularly 
the human figure, as this show makes apparent. There are fewer purely 
abstract compositions. Tom Hinson, curator of contemporary art and 
coordinator of the May Show for the past fifteen years, observes that subject 
matter tends to be "intensely private, somber, psychologically charged, or 
politically inspired. The benign figurative works, landscapes, and 
architectural studies are less in evidence, while the friendly wit always 
associated with the May Show has been supplanted by parody and sharp humor." 

He points to ceramics as "an outstanding feature of this year’s exhibi- 
tion, due to their ambition, scale, sculptural forms, surface embellishment 
and departure from traditional, functional shapes." The jewelry and metalwork 
section he describes as "the best I've seen in fifteen years." Photographs 
are also particularly imaginative as artists seek to expand the technical and 
conceptual boundaries of this medium. Graphics, with more drawings than 
prints this year, are notable for their size and complexity. 
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Cleveland Heights artist Douglas Utter received the $1000 award for 
painting for his bold and emotionally-charged painting of three persons with 
mournful expressions clinging to each other. The composition, entitled "0 
What Shall I Hang on the Chamber Walls? 11 , was inspired by a newspaper 
photograph of a family reunion which the artist transformed into an image of 
grief. To define the figures and to achieve the wet look that he desired, 
Utter spray painted over previously applied areas of flat color. Utter, a 
self-taught artist, exhibited his work in last year's May Show. 

The $1000 award for sculpture went to Charles McWeeny, a native of 
Cleveland with a master’s degree in sculpture from Oklahoma University, who is 
currently visiting professor of ceramics at Ohio University in Athens. His 
prize-winning work, a provocative three-part ceramic sculpture entitled Gaze, 
consists of a monumental nude male torso, a life-size clothed torso, and an 
overlife-size male head, each piece punctured with holes of varying size and 
number. For the artist, the perforated figures are symbolic of containers 
(the head contains the mind, the torso contains the vital organs) or filters 
of information, like the colanders that strain foods. McWeeny's work has been 
seen in three previous May Shows; last year he received a special mention for 
a perforated paper and wood sculpture called Colander Man . 

As often happens, the $1000 award for graphics was split between a work 
in that category and a photograph. Printmaker Kurt Warnke received $500 for 
his two large, impressive intaglio prints of birdhouses. Spirit House II and 
Spirit House III . The prints are remarkable for their sensitivity of line and 
contrasting patterns of light and dark; the bold shapes of the bird houses are 
beautifully balanced by the large areas of untouched paper surrounding them. 
Warnke, a native of Cleveland, is an exhibition preparator at the Mint Museum 
of Art in Charlotte, North Carolina. His works have been exhibited mainly on 
the East Coast; this is the first time they have been in the May Show. 
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Masumi Hayashi, who teaches photography and design at Cleveland State 
University, was awarded $500 for a large multiple-image color photograph 
collage. Rotating her camera horizontally and vertically a few degrees at a 
time, she took multiple photographs of Cleveland's Yugoslavian cultural 
garden. She then assembled 144 of these images to produce a more than 360 - 
degree horizontal and 180-degree vertical panorama of the leaf-strewn garden. 
The photographs were purposely not aligned to create a sense of mystery and 
cubist space. Hayashi selects a subject for its inherent beauty and then 
works to produce an image that holds more visual information than can be 
grasped at first glance. Her work has been exhibited nationally and was shown 
in three previous May Shows. 

Penny Rakoff's atmospheric color photograph of a nocturnal landscape, 
Nightscape No. 1 , cited by jurors for special mention, was also selected for 
the Herbert Ascherman, Jr. May Show Purchase Award for Photography, 
established last year. This photograph and Nightscape No. 2 . which also 
received a special mention, reflect her interest in the surreal quality of 
color that can be obtained by photographing at night at long exposures under 
artificial light. Associate professor of art and coordinator of the 
photography program at the University of Akron, Rakoff has exhibited her work 
throughout the United States and in several previous May Shows, receiving a 
$500 award for photography in 1984. 

A prize for ceramics endowed in 1984 by Robert Mann and doubled this year 
to $1000 was divided between two artists. Sandra Amitay of Kent, Ohio, was 
awarded $500 for two sculptural porcelain pieces, Gravities, 2 and To Strike a 
Balance , both of which skillfully integrate the ceramic shapes with the human 
figure and rich surface colors. Amitay, who teaches drawing and design at the 
University of Akron, has won three May Show awards since she began exhibiting 
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her work here in 1977 • In that year she received the $1000 award for crafts 
for two stoneware pieces, and in 1985 she won the Robert Mann award for two 
porcelain vessels, which like this year's entries, incorporate parts of the 
human figure. 

The other half of the ceramics prize went to potter Paul Miklowski for 
two dark, evenly-glazed sculptural stoneware pieces. The Agile Madman and The 
Implacable Surgeon , each composed of a variety of intriguing geometric and 
abstract shapes. Miklowski, who has a studio in Cleveland, also teaches 
ceramics at Cuyahoga Community College's Metropolitan Campus. He has 
exhibited his work throughout northeastern Ohio and in May Shows since 1979* 

In 1983 he won the $1000 award for crafts for two stoneware bottles. 

Recipient of the $1000 award for crafts was Beachwood resident Michael 
Hayes, a designer and goldsmith whose studio is in University Heights. His 
imaginatively designed and beautifully crafted jewelry ensemble — consisting of 
a segmented gold necklace and geometric-shaped gold pendant set with an opal 
and diamonds — can be worn as a unit, or separately, as a choker and pin. 

Hayes, a graduate of The Cleveland Institute of Art, has exhibited his jewelry 
in the 1984 and 1986 May Shows. 

Jurors saw a perfect opportunity to match artist to prize when selecting 
Cleveland Heights silversmith Solve Hallqvist to receive the Horace E. Potter 
Memorial Award for Excellence in Craftsmanship. His extraordinarily crafted 
silver wine decanter with ivory and silver stopper has an elegant, simple 
shape, enriched by the graceful fluting of the body which yields a variety of 
reflected patterns. Hallqvist studied silversmi thing in his native Sweden and 
Holland before coming to Cleveland, where he worked as a silversmith at the 
firm of Potter & Mellen, Inc., from 1952 to 1984. His work has been shown in 
a number of previous May Shows, beginning in 1954. 
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The following artists received special mentions: 

Paintings: George Kozmon, Lawrence Krause, Judith Meyer, Theodore 
Morgan, Edward Raffel, Jim Rottmayer, Alan Tucker. 

Graphics: Alan Peters, Thomas R. Roese, Gingr Vaughan, Julie A. Wray. 

Sculpture: Thomas R. Aprile, Christine Louise Miller, Paul O'Keeffe. 

Photography: Andrew Borowiec, Dan Meyers, Joan Tracy Neubecker, Penny 
Rakoff, Karen Robinson. 

Crafts: Marc Konys, Thomas J. Pervanje, Angelica Pozo, Thom Stauffer, 
Dave and Roberta Williamson. 

Works in the May Show were selected by members of the Museum's 
professional staff and two outside jurors. Mark Rosenthal, Curator of 
Twentieth-Century Art at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, served on the juries 
for painting, sculpture, graphics, and photography. Jonathan L. Fairbanks, 
Katherine Lane Weems Curator of American Decorative Arts and Sculpture at the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, assisted in judging craft entries. Tom Hinson 
comments on the show in the May issue of The Bulletin of The Cleveland Museum 
of_Art, which serves as the catalogue for the exhibition. 

Gallery talks on the May Show will be given at 1:30 pm on Wednesday, 

April 22, and Sunday, April 26, and again on Wednesday, May 20, and Sunday, 

May 24, by Nancy McAfee of the Museum's Department of Education. A slide tape 
on the 1987 May Show will run continuously in the Museum’s audio-visual center 
while the exhibition is on view. 

The 1987 May Show is assisted by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council. 

# # # 

For additional information or photographs, please contact the Public 
Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III 50 East Boulevard 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 216/421-7340. 



